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            The Operational Allocation Framework supports existing coal explorers and miners in NSW. Operational Allocation is the process for allocating additional coal exploration areas to existing coal exploration licence, assessment or mining lease holders to avoid sterilisation of coal resources, supporting better mine design or extending the life of a mine.

The Operation Allocation Framework is outlined in the Guidelines for coal exploration licence applications for operational allocation purposes. (PDF, 57.29 KB)

Limiting factors on applications for Operational Allocations are designed to ensure industry does not hold land unnecessarily but that there is a practical method to gain access to additional resources to support operations.

Key elements of the framework are:

	Only existing coal exploration licence, assessment and mining lease holders can apply.
	Application areas are limited and based on the area currently held under title.
	Applications can only be for prescribed purposes (refer to clause 20 of the Mining Regulation 2016).
	Applications will be subject to a market interest test.
	A number of qualitative criteria are also considered as outlined in the guidelines.


As well as meeting the requirements of the guidelines, applications must meet all relevant requirements of the Mining Act 1992 and the Mineral prospecting minimum standards (PDF, 449.19 KB).

Existing coal exploration licence, assessment lease or mining lease holders interested in applying for a coal exploration licence for operational allocation purposes will need to complete Form EL6 - Application for an exploration licence for Group 9 (coal) for operational allocation purposes. Applications can also be made through the Titles Management System.

Operational Allocation is in line with the NSW Government's Strategic Statement on Coal Exploration and Mining in NSW.




    

  


    
  




  



  



  
    
      
  



        
    
  

  
        
      
        We pay respect to the Traditional Custodians and First Peoples of NSW, and acknowledge their continued
          connection to their country and culture.
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